292                       THE NEW MOON.

firing salutes from the field-pieces of Kings,
Nuwaubs, &c.

Amongst the religious people there is much
preparation in bathing and changing the dress
against the evening the moon is expected to be
visible, and when the guns have announced that
it is visible, they have the Khoraun brought,
which they open at the passage where Mahu-
mud praises God for this particular blessing.
A small looking glass is then brought, on which
passage it is placed, and the book held in such
a position that the moon may be first seen by
the person reflected in the glass. They then
repeat the prayer, expressly appointed for this
occasion, and that done, the whole family rise
and embrace each other, making salaams and
reverence to their superiors and elders. The
servants and slaves advance for the same pur-
pose, and nothing is heard for some minutes, but
" May the new moon be fortunate! " reiterated
from every mouth of the assembled family.

I cannot answer for the motives which actuate
the ignorant people to bow when they first see
the new moon; but the pious Mussulmaun, I